
CAERPHILLY COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 
DATE: 19TH JUNE 2017  
 
REPORT TO: STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION 
 
SUBJECT: WASACRE EXECUTIVE VOTING 2017-2020 
 
 

A PURPOSE OF REPORT  
 
To discuss the nominations in respect of the Executive Committee and Vice-Chair of 
WASACRE and ensure WASACRE receive the voting preferences of Caerphilly 
SACRE (ahead of the WASACRE meeting on 7th July 2017). 
 
 

B  BACKGROUND  
 
There are two vacancies on the WASACRE Executive Committee, together with the 
position of Vice Chair of WASACRE. 
 
The bilingual pen portraits of those nominated for Executive Membership and for the 
Role of Vice Chair of WASACRE are attached.   
 
SACREs have been asked to vote for ONE of TWO candidates for the position of 
Vice Chair. Additionally, there are TWO nominations for TWO positions on the 
Executive Committee.  

  
 
C  RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

For Caerphilly SACRE to discuss and note the nominations received and ensure that 
their votes are cast at the WASACRE meeting on 7th July 2017. 
 
 

D  SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
 
Appendix 1 Nominations for the Executive Committee and for the position of Vice-

Chair for WASACRE. 

 



APPENDIX 1 
 

NOMINATIONS FOR THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (7 July 2017) 
 

There are TWO nominations for TWO positions on the Executive Committee. 
 
1. Alison Lewis Swansea SACRE 

I am a Swansea University Philosophy graduate and mother of two boys.  I have 
served as Head of the Religious Education Department at Cefn Hengoed Community 
School in Swansea since 2001.  On arrival my mission was to turn the department 
around by ensuring that every pupil at Cefn Hengoed had the opportunity to study a 
subject that could not only provide them with an important GCSE qualification, but 
one that is so rich in essential life skills.  So, despite having only 2 hours per fortnight 
on the curriculum, I tailored the GCSE course to allow it to be taught under these 
constraints and became the first non-denominational school in Wales to have full 
cohort entry for GCSE Religious Studies, including every pupil in our Specialist 
Teaching Facility.  
 
My department has gone from strength to strength, and in a time when subject hours 
are being cut across the curriculum, I have been proactive in securing more 
curriculum time to provide pupils with well–rounded and balanced religious 
education, abundant in skills and values essential for life as young adults.  I am 
proud that RE is recognised as a valuable subject in my school but I understand that 
this is not the same everywhere, and feel that part of my work is to ensure that RE is 
given its rightful place in all schools.  A ‘token gesture’ approach to RE is not enough; 
it is vital that statutory obligations are adhered to and meaningful RE is being taught 
across all schools in Wales. 
 
During my teaching career to date, I have been a WJEC examiner of GCSE 
Religious Studies and was selected to work alongside Gavin Craigen as moderator 
for levelling standardisation in Religious Education in 2012.  I have also served on 
the Swansea SACRE for many years as Vice Chair and now Chairperson, and have 
represented my SACRE at WASACRE conferences. 
 
In addition to my full time teaching commitment, I am currently working with ERW as 
a Lead Practitioner for Religious Education.  My role is to equip teachers of RE with 
the skills, knowledge and resources necessary to teach the new ‘GCSE Specification 
in RS 2017’, to prepare for the new qualification through setting up network meetings 
and create collaboration opportunities as well as creating resources on the Welsh 
Government’s digital platform, Hwb, for colleagues in Wales.  I have presented the 
Lead Practitioner’s progress at recent network, SACRE and WJEC conferences.   
 
I have been a part of Literacy and Numeracy pilot projects in my school and have 
shared good practice amongst colleagues in network meetings.  I will soon be 
developing aspects of the Donaldson approach on Digital Competency through RE 
by collaborating with IT specialists to produce Moodle courses for the new 
Specification for RS using Hwb.  
 
I believe that my experience will allow me to make a valuable contribution to the 
WASACRE Executive Committee and I would find it a privilege to serve, for the good 
of my subject and colleagues in Wales. 
  



2. Gill Vaisey Monmouthshire SACRE 

Gill Vaisey is a qualified teacher and Religious Education Consultant specialising in 
primary and early years education.  After studying for her B.Ed. Hons Degree, with 
Religious Studies as her specialist subject, she taught primary age children before 
taking up a post as Advisory Teacher for Religious Education in Gwent followed by a 
similar post with Mid Glamorgan.  Since 1996, Gill has been a successful freelance 
consultant providing training and support for LAs, Dioceses and schools across 
Wales and England and is now a nationally known figure in the UK for her work with 
RE and Early Years children.  
 
Gill is the professional consultant to Blaenau Gwent, Monmouthshire and Cardiff 
SACREs and until recently also supported the Vale of Glamorgan and Rhondda 
Cynon Taf SACREs. 
 
Relevant experiences include: 

 An active member of the Welsh Association of SACREs since its inception 

and currently an Executive Member; 

 Providing professional expertise to Blaenau Gwent and Monmouthshire 

SACREs since 1996 and to Cardiff SACRE since 2014; 

 Writing Agreed Syllabuses for RE and accompanying comprehensive 

teachers’ support, planning and assessment material for several Local 

Authorities in Wales; 

 Regular training and consultancy for primary teachers and Early Years 

practitioners across both Wales and England; 

  Providing training and advice to Local Authorities and Church Dioceses 

across Wales and England;  

  A member of the National Advisory Panel for Religious Education, of which 

she was chairperson for three years; 

 Producing Key Stage 1 books and teachers’ resources commissioned by 

ACCAC; 

 Direct involvement and support with various DfES projects; 

 Producing and publishing free and purchasable resources (Books at Press) to 

support the Foundation Phase Curriculum in Wales, the EYFS and KS1 

curriculum in England and the Curriculum for Excellence in Scotland; 

 Close links with a wide range of faith communities and individual 

representatives; 

 A member of the UK Association of RE Advisers, Inspectors and Consultants 

(AREIAC) and currently executive committee member representing Wales 

and regularly providing seminars for its members; 

 WASACRE representative on the REC (Religious Education Council for 

England and Wales); 

 Attended 2016 EFTRE (European forum for Teachers of RE) conference in 

Vienna; 

 Represented WASACRE at EFTRE Board Meeting in Athens, April 2017; 

 Attended meeting with Kirsty Williams and other Welsh Government Officials, 

March 2017, as part of the NAPfRE delegation of representatives; 



 Actively working with NAPfRE members to support the Pioneer Schools in the 

development of the RE element of the Humanities Area of Learning and 

Experience; and  

 Attending Welsh Government convened meetings with the Pioneer Schools 

Network.    

 
The ethos behind Gill’s consultancy is to promote and support excellence in religious 
education in schools and educational establishments.   

 
 

NOMINATIONS FOR THE POSITION OF VICE CHAIR FOR THE WALES 
ASSOCIATION OF SACRES (7 JULY 2017) 

 
1. Councillor Ernie Galsworthy Merthyr Tudfil SACRE 

I have been a SACRE member since May 2012 after I was elected to council.  I was 
previously a councillor from 1987 until 2004, and served on Merthyr Tydfil SACRE 
during this period and also attended WASACRE meetings.  
 
I was brought up in a Welsh Baptist environment and until the age of 5 lived with my 
grandmother, a Welsh speaker, who unfortunately did not teach Welsh to my mother 
although, did her best to teach me.  Consequently after her death I lost the language 
and did not pick it back up again until the late 1990’s when I attended a WPLAN 
course at Cardiff University.  
 
I hold pacifist views and my great heroes are Mahatma Gandhi, John Lennon and 
Jesus Christ, all three were pacifists and met violent deaths.  Being a pacifist is a 
dangerous way of living and sometimes courage is needed to live this life.  
 
I am also the council representative on the Committee of Nuclear Free Local 
Authorities which I believe reflects how I wish to live in peace.  
 
My three heroes were a Hindu, an atheist and a Christian.  While I do not believe 
totally in the views of my heroes I have great respect for them and it is respect for all 
religions which I believe is fundamental for world peace. 
 
 
2. Gill Vaisey Monmouthshire SACRE 
 
Gill Vaisey is a qualified teacher and Religious Education Consultant specialising in 
primary and early years education.  After studying for her B.Ed. Hons Degree, with 
Religious Studies as her specialist subject, she taught primary age children before 
taking up a post as Advisory Teacher for Religious Education in Gwent followed by a 
similar post with Mid Glamorgan.  Since 1996, Gill has been a successful freelance 
consultant providing training and support for LAs, Dioceses and schools across 
Wales and England and is now a nationally known figure in the UK for her work with 
RE and Early Years children.  
 
Gill is the professional consultant to Blaenau Gwent, Monmouthshire and Cardiff 
SACREs and until recently also supported the Vale of Glamorgan and Rhondda 
Cynon Taf SACREs. 
 



Relevant experiences include: 

 An active member of the Welsh Association of SACREs since its inception 
and currently an Executive Member; 

 Providing professional expertise to Blaenau Gwent and Monmouthshire 
SACREs since 1996 and to Cardiff SACRE since 2014; 

 Writing Agreed Syllabuses for RE and accompanying comprehensive 
teachers’ support, planning and assessment material for several Local 
Authorities in Wales; 

 Regular training and consultancy for primary teachers and Early Years 
practitioners across both Wales and England; 

  Providing training and advice to Local Authorities and Church Dioceses 
across Wales and England;  

  A member of the National Advisory Panel for Religious Education, of which 
she was chairperson for three years; 

 Producing Key Stage 1 books and teachers’ resources commissioned by 
ACCAC; 

 Direct involvement and support with various DfES projects; 

 Producing and publishing free and purchasable resources (Books at Press) to 
support the Foundation Phase Curriculum in Wales, the EYFS and KS1 
curriculum in England and the Curriculum for Excellence in Scotland; 

 Close links with a wide range of faith communities and individual 
representatives; 

 A member of the UK Association of RE Advisers, Inspectors and Consultants 
(AREIAC) and currently executive committee member representing Wales 
and regularly providing seminars for its members; 

 WASACRE representative on the REC (Religious Education Council for 
England and Wales); 

 Attended 2016 EFTRE (European forum for Teachers of RE) conference in 
Vienna; 

 Represented WASACRE at EFTRE Board Meeting in Athens, April 2017; 

 Attended meeting with Kirsty Williams and other Welsh Government Officials, 
March 2017, as part of the NAPfRE delegation of representatives; 

 Actively working with NAPfRE members to support the Pioneer Schools in the 
development of the RE element of the Humanities Area of Learning and 
Experience; and  

 Attending Welsh Government convened meetings with the Pioneer Schools 
Network.    

The ethos behind Gill’s consultancy is to promote and support excellence in religious 
education in schools and educational establishments.   
 
Gill would like the opportunity to support WASACRE as Vice Chair during this 
important period of curriculum development and change.  
 


